NEW YORK CITY LAW DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES PUBLICATION
OF PROPOSED NEW RULES FOR PRESS PASSES
THAT INCORPORATE ONLINE MEDIA

New York, March 2, 2010 — The City Law Department today announced the publication of proposed new
rules forissuing press passes to members of the media in New York City. The rules proposed to be
adopted by the Police Department modernize the City’s credentialing system to reflect changes to the
media industry and, for the first time, expressly incorporate online-only media such as blogs. The new
rules, which were published today in the City Record, also address the major contention in a lawsuit filed
in November of 2008 that challenged the existing credentialing system.

“This is a press credentialing system for the online age that can serve as a model for governments
around the country,” said Administrative Law Division Chief Gabriel Taussig. “The rules were drafted in a
collaborative process with input from numerous interested participants, together with extensive research
and a public listening session with members from all segments of the media.”

“We have streamlined and improved New York City's Rules for Press Credentials,” said Norman Siegel,
one of the attorneys in the lawsuit. “The new rules will enable journalists to gather and report news in a
more successful manner than before. Online journalists will now be considered as 21st century journalists
and be treated equally to print, television and radio journalists.”

Under the proposed new rules published today, to obtain a press credential, an applicant must show that
he or she has covered, in person, six news events where the City has restricted access, within the two-
year period preceding the application. In addition to employees of traditional news gathering
organizations, the new rules cover self-employed newspersons and other individuals who gather and
report the news. The new press card will be issued every two years.

A press card allows its bearer, with the approval of police, to cross certain barriers established by the City
at news events. Many non-City entities also rely on the City press card to distinguish who is a member of
the media.

The proposed rules continue the issuance of “reserve cards” that allow news organizations to credential a
reporter for a specific assignment. The proposal also provides for the continuation of the issuance of a
“single event press card” which will be available to journalists who have pre-registered and need the
credentials to cover a single event. The reserve card and the single event card eliminate the “chicken or
the egg” problem that exists for a prospective press card applicant who has not yet covered, in person,
Six news events.

The proposed rules allow for the creation of a press card, reserve card, and single event card, eliminating
the “Press Identification Card.”

The proposed rules establish timeframes for granting or denying press card applications, and also for
hearings and appeals concerning the denial of an application.

A public comment period on the proposed new rules begins today and extends through April 7, 2010. On
that day, a hearing on the rules, open to the public, will be held at Police Headquarters in Lower
Manhattan.




